Sad and dreadful News 
ER FROM | 


= 


New-England, 
j 11 BEING | 


A True Relation of the Barbarons Cruelty 
lately committed by the Spantards upon 


the Engliſh. - 


HE following Relation, being anunqueſtionable Tiuth, atteſted 
before the Magiſtrates of Boſton in New-England; I ſhall not 
| trouble the Reader with any Preface, bue Impartially relate the 
matter of Fac, and be rather contented to deliver lels then the 
Truth, then add in the leaſt thereto ; as thus, 

A Small Pint, called The Bleging, &c. belonging to Boſton in New- 
Ergland, and bound thither, ſer Sail from Famaica the 26 of March, 1683. 
having on Board her David Eft Maſter, Charles Cretchet Mate, Robere 
Peirce, Philip Churchwood, Peter Rowland, Peter Clement Marriners, and 
John Bath Pafſenger, the latter having on Board the ſaid Pixk Goods to 
the Value of Forty Pound, when the iſ of April following we were taken 
off the Ifle of Pines, about four Leagues Weffnardly, and about onghun- 
dred Leagues from Jamaica, by a halt Gally with 36 OMand Forty Mev, 
which came up with us about Eight of the Clock at Night, and withour 
Haling us, poured in a Valley of fmall Shot, whereupon we Haled them 
ſeveral times, but could have no Anſwer, yet they kept Firing upon us a 
conſiderable time; atrer which, rhey left Firing, and Haled us, upon which 
we anſwered : Then they Commanding us to hoift out our Boat; we 
returned Anſwer, that if they would leave off Firing we would do it; yer 
they Fired a Valley of Small Shot, which made us tall upon our Bellies , 
ro prevent the danger; then they Haled vs again in Engliſh, and we an- 
ſwered themas betore, but being Board and Board, they ftill commanded 
us to hoiſt outour Buat z and we being but a Small P:z4, and having nei. 
ther Guns, Powder, nor Shot, to make Refittance, 2s allo becalmed, hay. 
ing no means to get away, hoiſted out our Boar accordingly , with Joh; 
Bath, and Peter Rowland inher', whom they dragged ourand filled her with 
eheir own Men, and thenthey Rowed into the Harbour of the Ifle of P;zes, 
. ,tnto which the next Morning about Eight of the Clock they brought our 
Pink, where being at Anchor, they ſent for John Bath and Peter Ronliya 
 froma Board, and puit all into the Hold, (aving the Maſter and his Mate : 
waco having made faft a Block to the Yard-Arm, and reved a Rope in 
it ; they took the Mate and twiſted a piece of Sea-net about his Head 
till his Eyes were ready to ſtart our, and then Hanged him np by the two 
Thumbs, that they might make him confeſs what Money there was 2 Board, 
bur when they ſaw they could make him confeſs nothing by that Puniſhment, 
they made falt the Rope about his Neck, and their Mer, asked the Comman- 


der, whether they ſhould hoiſt him vp or not > Then the Captain and the 
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reft of the Officers conſulted amongſt themſelves, whether they ſhould 
Harg us allor not, but could not agree in the point, Art laſt they conclu- 
ded upon what was more Cruel, (as it-appeared by the event) though the 
over-ruling Providence prevented” our utter Deſtruction. For they Com- 
manded the Maſterand five more into the Boat, leaving Philip Churchwood 
-on Board; at whichtime they took into the Boar Seaner, Spun-yarn, ſmall 
Ropes, and a Shovel, and Rowed us a Shore on thelfle of Pines, and con- 
veyed us among the Mangrove Trees; then they took John Bath and Peter 
Clement, and carried them a Shore, looking for a conventent place to 
Hang them ; butofterwards changing their Reſolution, they Commanded 
chem to pur off their Cloaths, Shirt and all ; and then cauſed them to turn 
their Backs tothe Branch of the Tree, and ſpread their Arms abroad, in 
which poſture chxpcQound their Arms to the Branches, then the forenamed 
. John Bath and Peter Clement asked them whither they intended to leave 
them there to be Starved ? To which one of them replyed, Hold jour peace ' 
leaſt it ſhould be worſe with you,' and call upon the Virgin Mary, and it may be 
ſhe may come and looſe you, To whom they replyed, We hope our Sawiur 
Chriſt will looſe us out of this Bondage, Then leaving them bound in that 
miſerable condition, they took the Maſter and his Mate, and carried them a 
quarter of a Mile, and then ſerved them in the like manner. And in like 
manner cartyingthe other two, viz, Peter Rowland and Robert Peirce the 
{ame diſtance beyond cach Maſter and his Mate, they bound them likewiſe 
asthey had done the other tour 5 And when they had fo done, they went to 
their Veſſel, without the leaſt pity or compaſſhhon, And ſo it was that they 
had bound them in ſuch places, that each couple ſtood up to the middle 
Legg in Water, their Feet touching one another, and theit Faces ſo turned 
thar they might behold each others miſcrable condition, In this Diſmal 
and helpleſs condition they continued for ſome time, and muſt have ended 
their days,had not the DivineGoodneſs outof unbounded Compaſſion, found 
a way for their deliverance, which was effected in the manner following : 
Abort three hours after they were thus bound, and left by the Spaniards, 
" expeRing nothing leſs then Starving, John Bath Eſpied a Stick with a crook 
at one end, not tar from him ; whereupon he ſaid to his Companion, 1f 
i: pleaſes God we get that Stick into our Hands, it might be a means to work our 
Deliverance; and thereupon they tryed to bring 1t towards them , with 
their Feer, which in alittle time they happily cffeed , and bore it up be- 
ewixt their Leggs, in ſuch manner that ar laſt John Bath got hold ot it in 
his Hand, with which by degrees they looſened the Knot, ( which was up- 
on the bowing of the Arms) and ſhifting it into their Fingers, did by lit- 
tle and little looſen it, until they had quite undone it, and by that means 
; ſet themſelves at Liberty ; when having lifred up their Hearts and Hands 
'to Reaven, through whole Goodneſs they had obtain'd ſuch unexpected 
deliverance ; they baſtened to unbind the reſt of their Companions, whom 
they found bemoaning their condition without all hope of Reltet, So that 
this great deliverance {cemed as Life from-Death : Being all ſer at Liberty, 
their next care was to keep themſelves ont of the Sight of thoſe Barbarous 
Villains from whom they had received ſuch uſage, leaſt meeting with 
them agaih, rhey ſhonld Kill them. Yet they had not Travelled above a 
Mile, e're they efpicd ſome of them upon a high Tree , to diſcover Ships 
that paſſed that way ; which ſoaffrighred them, that they run among the 
Thickets, and loſt one another, not meeting again until the Third Night at. 
ter, and having met with no water all that time, they were forced to lick 
the Dew from off the leaves of the Trees : when they had met again, being 
very weary, they, laid themſclves.down to reſt, and in the middle of the 


 Nighg, a great Al/legator came among them, and caught the Maſters Arm 
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in his Mouth, but heand the reſt crying out, 1t pleaſed God fo to order it» 
that the A!legator Jet go his hold, yetſothat he brought away agreat piece of 


;Fleſh, 4nd made ſeveral holes, but by that-means it pleaſed God to pre- 
{ſerve them all ; after which they got upon a high Tree, and fate there ti!l 


it was day, the Maſter fitting in muuch pain, as he did allo the next day, 
until the day after they mer with a W:1d Coney, which they Killed, and by 
the help of a Stone, Fleaing of it, they applyed the inſide of the Skin to - 
his Arm, and Eat the Fleſh Raw, which was very Savory and delicious 
Food at that time; the Night following they thought themſelves very 
ſecure from the Allegators, for they got upon a high Rock : yet even there 
an Allegator came upon them, and geting hold of Peter Cl-ments Hand, and 
hailed him off the Rock, upon which they all cryed out, wherevpon the 
Allegator looſed his hold, doing him nu great damage ; and then they re- 
moved to the Trees, as they did before, The Seventh day the Allegators 
were ſo numerous that they preatly affrighted them ; bur they went amongſt 
the Rocks and found a little Ratn-water 1n ſeveral holes, and it being Satur- 
day, they concluded to raiſe a little Wall about two yards high, to keep 
the Al-gators from them ; and there they pot a few raw Whilksand Crabs, 
the which was all the Food they had. On the Monaay following they 
Travelled again, and found a place where Turtlers had been, and there 
they found a Well, with a Barrel in 1t, and thereupon conjefured the 
Turtlers uſed to come there z and there they concluded to ſtay, till it pleaſed 
God to ſcnd them Relief, or to take them out of the World , for they 
were weary ot their Lives ; During their ſtay,theywere forced to go three 
Miles every day upon the Sands, to get WhilksandCrabs to ſupply their 
Hunger, and then came back again to Drink Water. 

On the 13 of April, the Mate and two more, wiz. Robert Peirce and 
Peter Clement, made a Raft with ſuch wood as he-found in the Iſland, and 
put to Sea, leaving the Maſter, John Bath and Peter Rowland. 

On the 17 of April, they were lo ſorely opprefled with hunger, and fo 
extream Faint with heat, not having the leaſt Garment to cover them 
from the Sun, being at the ſame time prievouſly Infeſted with Moxketoes, 
fo that they were not able to go to the Rock for Whilks, but were forced 
to gnaw ſuch dry Bones of Turtles as had lain there halt a year; in this ex- 
tremity it pleaſed God to fend them ſome Relief, for they found a Dead 
Eele, which they ſuppoſed a Hera had dropt, there being many in thaf. 
Iſland , this they took up, having Skin'd it, divided it amonegtt them; ic 
{ceming to them the moſt pleaſant they had ever taſted. | 

On the 19 of April, the Maſter, John Bath and Peter Ro#land, made a 
Raft likewiſe, and when they were about to put off, they eſpicd two Sails, 
upon which they committed themſelves to the Mercy of the Seas, endea- 
vouring to get tothem » and were took up by them : Theſe Sails were a 
couple of Canoo's, with three Men in each, who kept them 32 days, and 
then brought them 'ro Hawanah, and carried them before the Governour, 
who Examined them, demanding how they came there, upon Which they 

ave him the Relation before-mentioned, yet he cauſed them to be Impri- 
oned, and kept there 18 days, not allowing them any thing, fo that had 
they not had ſome Suſtenance from a few poar Exgliſh Prifoners that were 
there, they had been Starved, At length underſtanding that their Ship was 
inthar Harbour, and alſo the Captain and his Company that took them, 
they Petitioned the Governour, who at laft granted them their Ship, for they 
could make no Prize ot her, becauſe ſhe had no Spaniſh Goods a Board, 
ber Lading being only Cotten, Sugar, and Afoliſm) and when he had Ex- 
amined them one by one, and found them all in a Tale, he ſent an Officer 


to give them poſſeſſion of their Veſlel, which they found nunladen, a 
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thing left a Board her but Ballaſt: vpon which they Petitioned to the Go. 
vernour again for their Lading, but got nothing more then their Sails, and 
what Cotton, Suzar, and Moleſſws were undiſpoled of. 

Abour the 10 or Iith of ure follawing, the hunters had taken vp Robert 
Peirce and Peter Clement, and brought them into Hawanah, to the Gover- 
nour, who Examined them what was become of their Mate, they told him 
they were five days at Sca upon the Rafr, and had only two Crabs to Sub- 
i on, and then the Wind drove them upon the ſame Ifland they left, 
where they wandred vp and down a Month, and in their Travels loſt their 
Matc, who was weak, and not able to Travel; upon which the Governour 
ſcnrthem alſo a Board, and the Night before they Sailed, the Hunters ad- 
vertized the Governour they had taken up the Mate alive, But the Go- 
vernour hurried them away in ſuch haſte, that they could not ſtay to know 
the certainty thereof, And ſo they proceeded to proſecute their intended. 
Voyage to Boſton ; being almoſt Starved wuh Cold betore they got thither, 
each Man having nothing but a Canvas Frock, which the Turtlers gave them. 
But in the Concluſion, through the Goodneſs of God, they came ſafe 
to New-England, 


POSTSCRIPT. 


[ Awing thus far prooceeded in this doleful Relation , ut will 

'K rot be amiſs to grve you an Account of the uſ, age of Philip 
Churchyrood, whe was left in the abeve mentioned Fink, 

Firſt, They threatned to put him a Shore upon an Iſland, and abuſed 
him very much to oblige him to confeſs what Mony was im the 
Ship ; and when they had done what they could, ſome of them con- 
cluded to heave him Over-Board, get one of the Spaniards Came 
to bim that ſpoke Engliſh, and told bim, if be would not do as they 
would have bum, be would ſi urely be caſt mnto the Sea ; and that was, 
to ſay every thing before the Governour of Havanah, that they ſhould 
command him, \iz, That they took the Ship at Anchor, and that all the 


| Men were gone « Shove in the'Boat to Hunt on the Iſte of Pines, To 
" this Churchwood told them, that to ſave his Life, if they would 


have him ſay the Stones were Silver, he wuold do it, and ſo when 
the 'y Came into Havana, they gave ina Depeſution to the Governour 
according to what they bad told Churchwood,and urged him to ſwear 
to it ; bat be told the Governour the truth, viz, How they carried the 
Men a Shore, and what they bad done with them he knew wot, So the 
Captain put him in Priſon, and ſwore by the Croſs, and by the Vir- 
oin-MMy, that the firſs Engliſh, French, Dutchman that be 
met wu, ſhould never bring Tidings of him thuher. 

It any doubt the Truth of thts Narration, they may receive futther Satis» 
faction trom Charles Cretchers Relations living upon Rearf}-W all, near Eijts 
L axe. Stairs, aver-againſt the Sign of the P:zk (the Mate before mentioned ) 


or of Fohn Bath Lodging at the Sign of the Crown in Old Gravel-Laye, 
near Katclff-H:gh-nay, who was a Paſſenger on Board the laid Pizk, 


Encred accozding eg Dzder. 
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